TRANSCRIPTION - ORIGINAL FOLLOWS 



1. French Ambassador informed us mid-morning July 10 that 
Soviet Ambassador officially received today by Daud to 
convey official USSR recognition new regime. Other Eastern 
European ambassadors said to have followed suit. 

2. French Ambassador of opinion that formal recognition 
not rpt not required in French case as under French 
diplomatic practice question arises only in event of 
territorial changes or formation of a new state. He is 
awaiting Daud's confirmation of this view. 

3. According to British DCM, British practice is for 
relations 
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RANSCRIPTION - ORIGINAL FOLLOWS 



to continue uninterrupted. Only criterion followed, he 
states, is whether or not new regime has effective internal 
control, adding that "we slip into recognition." British 
Embassy gave routine note to Afghan Foreign Ministry July 19 
requesting customs clearance for DCM's household effects 
shipment. Note was addressed to republic of Afghanistan. 
When queried by protocol office as to whether this did not 
represent diplomatic recognition, UK Embassy officer 
apparently replied, "well I suppose it does." 
4. British here report that a BBC broadcast in Persian 
describes alleged meeting between Pak President Bhutto and 
King Zahir in Rome, following which King is said to have 
"disappeared," Would appreciate soonest any confirmation 
this report and any related information. 
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SUSJECTJ AFGHAN COUP . 

1. {INFORMED US MID-MORNING JULY 10 THAT 

SOVIET AM8ASSA00R OFFICIALLY RECEIVED TODAY BY DAUO TO 
CONVEY OFFICIAL USSR RECOGNITION NEW REGIME, OTHER EASTERN 
EUROPEAN AMBASSADORS SAID TO HAVE FOLLOWED SUIT. 

2.f FORMAL RECOGNITION NOT 

RPT"RWL _fi£QU I RED" I 

QUESTION ARISES ONLY IN EVENT OF ^EaaiROaiAL CHANGES 
OR FORMATION OF A NEW STATE. H£ IS AWAITING (CONFIRMATION 

OF THIS .VIEW. =— -<1 
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_ - THAT A S8C BROADCAST IN PERSIAN 
DESCRIBES AGREED J«ETTNG BETWEEN PAK PRESIDENT BHUTTO 
AND KING ZAHIR IN ROME, FOLLOWING WHICH KING IS SAID TO HAVE 
"DISAPPEARED." WOULD APPRECIATE SOONEST ANY CONFIRMATION THIS 
REPORT AND ANY RELATED INFORMATION. 
fCUMANN 
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